
Advocates for Benzie County (ABC) is a group 
of local people who are working toward a good 
and improving quality of life for all Benzie 
County citizens. Together they are identifying 
the important challenges people are struggling 
with as they work to fulfill their aspirations, 
investigating the details of these challenges, 
and acting as proponents for and agents of 
solutions.

During its first year, the Advocates held a series 
of forums through which they identified the 

following issues:

Affordable Housing
Employment

Education
Skilled Trades

Child Care
Platte River Community Center.

These overlapping concerns directly affect 
each other; any improvement in one area 
will provide some benefit for improvement 
in the other areas.

S.T.A.R.T.

Skilled Trades 
Apprenticeship 

Readiness 
Training

The doorway
to a

rewarding career!

S.T.A.R.T

PO Box 1012, Frankfort, MI 49635
231.227.1166

Spring / Summer 2019

WORKFORCE TRAINING

EMPLOYMENT

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

A project of Advocates for Benzie County

S.T.A.R.T. Program Outline

Part One (12 weeks)
• Teamwork in Construction Employment
• Job Safety
• Blueprint Reading
• Foundations
• Framing
• Roofing and Siding: Types and Installation
• Basic Wiring and Materials
• Basic Plumbing and Heating Installation

Part Two (12 weeks)
• Insulation Types and Installation
• Interior Drywall
• Trim and Cabinet Installation
• Painting and Decorating
• Landscaping
• Career Planning and Job Applications



The START program can serve recent 
graduates, veterans, hands-on 
learners who found college was 
not the best fit, or any worker who 
is unemployed, underemployed, or 
working in seasonal employment.

The program provides hands-on
training, structure, and experience 
in problem solving, teamwork, and 
leadership. Along with new skills, 
participants can explore future op-
portunities while experiencing pride 
in hard work and craftsmanship.

Successful participants have a 
passion to change the world and 
their own lives in an honorable 
way—one that can be physically 
measured and in which they can 
take pride.

Successful graduates receive an 
industry recognized certificate.

[___] YES, I am
 interested in applying to the Skilled Trades A

pprenticeship Readiness Training Program
 

(S.T.A
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Education Level A
chieved: [___] Som
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e C
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I can begin training in [___] Early February 2019, [___] Late M
ay 2019, [___] M

id-Septem
ber 2019

M
ail this application to A

dvocates for Benzie C
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There is a high demand for workers in the 
skilled trades now and that trend will con-
tinue as many carpenters, plumbers, elec-
tricians and other workers reach retirement 
age. Nationwide, 80 percent of home build-
ers report labor shortages. Apprenticeship 
programs offer an opportunity to train for 
secure, financially rewarding employment 
doing work in which you can take pride. 
The average annual salary for a journey 
person in the construction trades: $ 55,000 a 
year (2016 data). In 2019, START has open-
ings for up to 10 people age 18 and up in 
each of three sessions (30 total) to gain new 
skills while  contributing to the community 
by building an affordable housing project.  

HELP  WANTED

For more information contact Jason 
Reed at 231.409.1254 or email him at
jason.reed@hammer9.com, or call 
the Advocates for Benzie County 
office at 231.227.1166 and leave a 
message. This affordable house will be built by START 

participants in 2019.

Build a house.
Improve your community.

Develop yourself.


